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SUBJECT: PROPOSED RAILROAD TO NORTH VIETNAM 

1. GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN OUDAY SOUVANNAVONG REVEALED MAY 16 THAT 
THE PGNU HAS DECIDED TO REVIVE PLANS FOR A RAILROAD BETWEEN 
THAKHEK AND TAN AP IN NORTH VIETNAM. THE NEW LINE WOULD FOLLOW 

A PATH THROUGH MU GIA PASS ONCE PLANNED BY THE FRENCH BEFORE 
WORLD WAR II. OUDAY SAID THE PGNU HAS ORDERED THE APPROPRIATE 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS TO REQUEST THE RELEVANT PLANS AND DOCUMENTS 
FROM THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT. AND WILL ALSO MAKE CONTACT WITH 
HANOI TO FACILITATE THE OPENING OF THE RAIL LINE TO NORTH 
VIETNAM AND THE SOUTH CHINA SEA. 

2. COMMENT: WHILE LAOS HAS LONG BEEN SEEKING ALTERNATIVE OUTLETS 
TO THE SEA TO AVOID TOTAL DEPENDENCE ON THE ROUTE THROUGH THAI- 
LAND WITH ITS HIGH TRANSPORT CHARGES, IT HAS GENERALLY BEEN 
ASSUMED THAT ANY NEW ROUTES THROUGH SOUTH OR NORTH VIETNAM 
WOULD BE ALL-WEATHER HIGHWAYS FOR USE BY HEAVY TRUCKS. THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A RAILROAD WOULD INVOLVE HIGH COSTS IN THE 
IMPORTATION OF CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT, RAILS, 

AND ROLLING STOCK, PLUS THE TECHNICAL EXPERTISE REQUIRED SINCE 
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LAOS HAS NEVER HAD A RAILROAD OF ITS OWN. CONSTRUCTING A RAIL- 
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ROAD THRU THE HEARTLAND OF THE HO CHI MINH TRAIL WOULD REQUIRE 
NVN APPROVAL WHICH WE DOUBT WOULD BE FORTHCOMING AT THIS TIME 
WITHOUT CONSIDERING THE COSTS WHICH NO DOUBT WILL BE CONSIDER- 
ABLE. MOREOVER ASSUMING NVN WOULD AGREE AND FUNDS WOULD BE 
AVAILABLE, AN ASSUMPTION NOT WARRANTED, CONSTRUCTION WOULD TAKE 
A MINIMUM OF AT LEAST THREE YEARS. THIS INTEREST IN FINDING AN 
OUTLET THROUGH NVN, EVEN IF ILL-CONCEIVED, IS ANOTHER GOOD 
ILLUSTRATION OF ACTIVE LAO SEARCH FOR AN ALTERNATIVE TO WHAT 
THEY CONSIDER A THAI STRANGLEHOLD ON THEIR SUPPLY LINE. 

WHITEHOUSE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COALITION GOVERNMENT, CONSTRUCTION, RAILROADS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 MAY 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GarlanWA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974VIENTI04060 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 26-091 3 
From: VIENTIANE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740529/aaaaazel.tel 

Line Count: 71 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GarlanWA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 APR 2002 by kelleyw0>; APPROVED <26 FEB 2003 by GarlanWA> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PROPOSED RAILROAD TO NORTH VIETNAM 
TAGS: ETRN. LA, VN, PGNU 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



